I have had the good fortune in my scientific career to have been mentored by some great immunologists, but above all my experience in Peter C. Doherty\'s laboratory as a postdoctoral trainee at the Wistar Institute in Philadelphia left me with indelible impressions on how to balance the intensity of research with a decent measure of humility and devotion to friends and family. Having come out of a strong cellular immunology graduate program at the University of Pennsylvania in 1979 where I worked with Jonathan Sprent on graft-versus-host disease immunobiology, I was eager to learn more about viral immunology and there seemed to be no better opportunity to do that than in Peter\'s laboratory. It was also highly convenient that the Wistar Institute was only a block away from where I had trained so I did not have to uproot my family, but the Wistar also had its own unique dynamic and environment that was clearly different from what I had previously been exposed. Under the long-term directorship of Hillary Koprowski, the institute had a long history of achievements and was strongly focused on virology and cancer immunology with many leading scientists in those fields, including Giorgio Trinchieri, Barbara Knowles, Walter Gerhard, Carlo Croce, Tad Wiktor, and Meenhard Herlyn, just to name a few. In addition, I was already friendly with many of the graduate students and postdocs who were working in various laboratories there.

Upon entering Peter\'s laboratory, I immediately got involved with several projects, the first of which was to investigate the influence of host thymocytes in the early reconstituting thymus of parental into F1 radiation chimeras and their capacity to generate cytotoxic responses to vaccinia virus. We found that host elements were surprisingly still active at 14 days postlethal irradiation, whereas donor thymocytes arising *de novo* from T cell-depleted bone marrow infusion became dominant by 21 days ([@B1]). Interestingly, the host thymocytes were resistant to depletion with antithymocyte serum at the time of chimera preparation. These findings helped to clarify previously confounding results concerning major histocompatibility complex (MHC)-restriction in parental into F1 radiation chimeras when thymocytes were tested at early serial time points.

Continuing on with T cell responses to vaccinia virus, we examined the relative frequencies of responsiveness between H-2K^k^ and H-2D^b^ MHC restricted T cells at the site of pathology in intracerebrally vaccinia challenged B10A(2R) H-2K^k^D^b^ mice ([@B2]). Examining the cerebrospinal fluid exudate, we found that there was a hierarchical response strongly favoring H-2K^b^ restricted T cell responses, despite the fact that in H-2K^b^D^b^ mice, there were excellent responses to H-2D^b^ target cells. This suggested the phenomenon of immunodominance and influence of genetic elements such as Ir genes.

While at the Wistar, Peter was part of a program project focused on slow viruses and possible causes of multiple sclerosis (MS). Peter thus got me involved with a project that investigated localization of the physiological compartment controlling susceptibility to induction of acute experimental allergic encephalomyelitis, a murine model for MS. Hematopoietic radiation chimeras were prepared between the highly responsive SJL and low responder B10.S strains. Upon challenge with SJL mouse spinal cord homogenate (MSCH) preparations, high incidence of clinical disease was exhibited by B10.S→SJL chimeras but not by SJL→B10.S mice, suggesting that nonbone-marrow-derived factors were influencing development of disease ([@B3]).

In the Fall of 1981, Peter accepted an offer to return to the John Curtin School of Medical Research in Canberra, Australia. In preparation for that move, Peter was instrumental in launching my own independent research career and that of my friend and colleague, Jack Bennink, a former graduate student of Peter and an expert in influenza virus, as we became junior faculty members of the Wistar and took over the leadership of Peter\'s existing grants. This was a tremendous opportunity and Jack and I shared Peter\'s old laboratory for 6 years before we both moved on to other institutions.

In closing, I am forever grateful to Peter for the opportunities and support that he gave me at a crucial time in my early career and for having the chance to work closely with one of the greatest immunologists of our time.
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